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Department of Foreign Languages Contract-track Assistant Professor
National Chiayi University/ Jeffrey Gamble
I will always remember my first visit to Chailin Elementary
School. The whole campus was filled with music, laughter, warm
smiles, and kind greetings. I met the principal and English teacher
and decided that I would love to volunteer at this special school.
The school’s vision and my teaching philosophy were a good
match. Most unforgettably, on that first day, I met the four first-graders (now they are
second-graders and have two new classmates). They smiled so brightly and answered me so
enthusiastically. They were not nervous to speak out. I asked them what fruit they liked. They
answered “grapes.” I asked them if they liked “green” or “purple.” They all liked purple
grapes, and I told them Teacher Afu likes green grapes. We all laughed. At that moment, I
knew this was a place I wanted to be. I felt there really was sya==yy S

Starting from our first classes, the students were very enthusiastic and nterested in
learning. Although the class sizes were small, their energy was huge! The children enjoyed
singing, playing games, drawing, watching English videos, and joking with Teacher Afu.
Although some students were a little nervous at first, they soon opened their mouth to speak
out with confidence. Their English pronunciation became better and better! Every class, I had
the collaboration of Teacher Chen or Teacher Zhang. Soon, it felt like we were one big family.

Outside of English activities, I enjoyed the many festivals and events held at the school.
We went to dig up sweet potatoes, and had the chance to learn some English vocabulary, as
well as Indonesian words! This was a very special experience. On another occasion, we made
popcorn using stationary bicycles. It was really hard work, but worth the effort! Another time,
we took a trip to ChuKo, and I was happy to join in and lead the students in an English game
about nature.

I am very impressed by the multiple abilities of Chalin’s students. So many students
enjoy learning music, especially the harmonica. Every week, the school 1s filled with lovely
music. Students also learn other mstruments, such as the harp, piano, and cello. In addition to
practicing English and winning awards for English speeches, story-telling, and Readers’
Theater, students have opportunities to learn LEGO robotics, the Hakka language, art, and
other talents. Chalin 1s very special. Students have opportunities to explore and discover their
own abilities and interests.

All week, I really look forward to coming to Chalin, because I [BEEZEM ] | . Even
when I am 1n another country, I will always keep the students in my mind. In fact, there are so
many people I want to thank for making my experience at Chalin so special and mspiring.
Thank you to the Principal for her guidance. Thank you to our Parent Council President for
providing for our needs. Thank you to the Directors for their great support and the teachers for
their kind assistance and the students their love and kindness (such as bringing my favorite
rice dumplings,seafood porridge and a comfortable place to rest every week).and all the
parents for their care! I look forward to being a volunteer at Chailin again this year, and will
never forget this wonderful time!
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